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257 South Street 

Partial Demolition ï November 2020 

Brookline Preservation Commission 

Demolition Application Report 
 

Address:    257 South Street 

Applicant:    Alexander & Maria Khait  

Building Type:   House (Partial) 

National Register Listing (if Applicable):  NA 
 

 

 

 

Historical/Architectural Significance: 
 

The Tudor Revival style home at 257 South Street was built in 1934 for owner Lillian Rolde by builder L. Robert Rolde.  

The Roldes lived just around the corner at 5 Grassmere Rd, which they had built the year before.  The home was designed 

by architect A.F. Brodin who also designed neighboring 261 and 265 South Street, both constructed in 1935.  The home 

was sold in 1935 to its first residents, William Kopans, a lawyer, and his wife Charlotte.   

 

South Street, running from Newton Street to the south corner of the Brookline border with West Roxbury, remained 

sparsely developed with large estates through 1919.  The land on the lower portion of South Street adjacent to West 

Roxbury was subdivided by 1927, part of a large development stretching across the border into West Roxbury and north 

to Allendale Road in Brookline.  Edward H. Bonelli of the Bonelli -Adams Co. was the real estate broker behind this large 

subdivision.  Bonelli lived with his family in Newton, raising his children in the family business.  The firm worked 

extensively in the Boston suburbs and Bonelli, Harvard alumni (1906), also gave lectures on Real Estate Development at 

Boston University.   

 

The neighborhood surrounding 257 South Street was completely built out by the 1942, resulting in a remarkably cohesive 

streetscape of pre-war homes. Modest one or two story single family homes sharing similar setbacks line the roads in 

popular Colonial Revival and Tudor Revival styles.  The Tudor Revival home at 257 South Street rises from a stone 

foundation to a gabled asphalt roof with a steeply pitched cross gable on the left side of the façade.  A modest, vernacular 

example of the style, the brick façade is offset by decorative live edge lapped boards at the peak of the cross gable.  

Windows are 1 over 1 with the exception of a small 6-light arched window in the peak of the cross gable.  Alterations to 

the home include a single story 14ôx 8ôrear porch added in 1938 and aluminum clapboards added to the gable peaks in 

1963.  
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The house at 257 South Street meets the following criteria for an initial determination of significance: 

 

c. The building is associated with one or more significant historic persons or events, or with the broad architectural, 

cultural, political, economic, or social history of the town or Commonwealth; and 

 

d. The building is historically or architecturally significant in terms of its period, style, method of construction, or its 

association with a significant architect or builder, either by itself or as part of a group of buildings. 

 

The building at 257 South Street retains integrity of location, design, setting, feeling, materials, and workmanship. 

 

 
Aerial view of 257 South Street, looking east. 
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Aerial view of 257 South Street, looking north. 

 

 

 
Aerial view of 257 South Street, looking west. 
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Aerial view of 257 South Street, looking south. 
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Streetscape, South Street, showing neighboring 261 & 265, also designed by architect A.F. Brodin

 

 

 

  


